
 

 

18th December 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

You may be aware of the announcements yesterday by the Government that schools will be 

re-opening in January following a staggered start. The guidance we have been given so far 

informs us we must be open to Year 11s and Critical Worker’s children (blue light services), 

and for our most vulnerable children in the first week. All other children will be educated 

remotely during the first week (week commencing 5th January 2021 – as 4th January is a 

planned Inset Day) and return to face to face learning week commencing Monday 11th 

January. We now have some work to do as a school to identify critical worker children and our 

vulnerable children and inform families where necessary. If you are a critical worker (front-line 

services) and need your child to be in school to support you to attend work Tue 5th January to 

Fri 8th January) please can you email our school email address admin@barnsley-academy.org 

and request that support. It would be helpful to have that information before 1st January 2021 

to give us enough time to make the necessary arrangements. Alongside this, our Inclusion 

Team will be identifying students who fall under the ‘vulnerable’ banner and making direct 

contact with parents as soon as possible. 

This means that 

All Year 11s return to school as normal on Tuesday 5th January at 8.20am 

Vulnerable children (who will be informed directly by staff) will return to school Tuesday 5th 

January at 8.20am 

Critical Worker Children will be able to attend school on Tuesday 5th January 8.20am by 

prior arrangement (as per details above) 

All other students will remain at home for the full week and access their Remote 

Learning (full guidance regarding Remote Learning available on the school website) plus 

students will also be provided with live lessons from staff wherever the week’s temporary 

timetable allows.  

The second major change is the mass testing of staff and students in schools for Covid-19, 

week commencing 4th January 2021. So far this is the information given to schools by the 

Department of Education. 

• lateral flow testing is offered by schools to as many secondary school-age 

pupils and students at FE colleges as possible, starting in week 

commencing 4 January 
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• testing will not be mandated, and all students will be expected to attend 

school or colleges from 11 January, regardless of whether a test has been 

undertaken 

• those children expected to attend in week commencing 4 January, and the 

workforce, are prioritised for testing first 

• the same testing regime is followed in alternative provision and in special 

schools where feasible for these pupils and students (all of these pupils and 

students are considered as ‘vulnerable’ and so be expected to attend full-

time face-to-face provision from 4 Jan) 

• information on next steps will follow in the coming days 
 

As soon as we receive any further information regarding all the above, I will send out other 

letters to ensure all families are kept informed, so please monitor your MyEd accounts over 

the Christmas period. 

The Senior Leadership Team at the Academy will be working very hard over Christmas to 

ensure we do everything we can to fulfil Government directives but more specifically to keep 

all staff and students safe and to support children to be in education wherever possible. 

Once again, I wish you all a happy Christmas and apologise for interrupting you family time. 

Regards 

 

 

Mrs S. Wildes 

Principal 


