
 

 

 

24th September 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Thank you for your continued support regarding all the changed routines and practices in and 

around the Academy with regards to the pandemic – we are extremely grateful of your support 

and also feel the whole process has been as successful as it could have possibly been under 

the difficult circumstances.  

Following the Government updates on Tuesday 22nd September regarding the increasing 

cases of Covid-19 nationwide, we have decided to make a few changes to further improve our 

Health & Safety Measures in the Academy starting Monday 28th September and I would like 

to provide you with the details. Additionally, we are also aware of some of our surrounding 

schools having had positive cases and therefore we know the risk is slightly elevated in the 

local community (a reflection of the national picture) with many of our students’ siblings 

attending other local schools. These changes are just sensible extra precautions. 

Firstly, we are further reducing the movement of children in Years 7,8 & 9 within their zones. 

We have found that their relative dedicated corridors can be extremely busy during lesson 

change-over and there is a lot of un-necessary contact with other students (also from their 

year group) and we would like to reduce these contact opportunities. For this reason, we are 

taking away this element and students in these year groups will be based in a ‘special form 

group’ where they will be based all day. Teaching staff will move from room to room following 

all social distancing and Health and Safety guidance to teach the children. Should we ever 

have a positive case of Covid-19 we will be able to pinpoint the exact location of the student 

using the seating plans and we will be able to identify ‘at risk’ groups very quickly. This 

arrangement will only be during lesson time. Social times will remain the same as currently, 

although we will continue to encourage the ‘special form groups’ to stay together as much as 

possible whilst indoors. Out on the yard we are told the risk is significantly reduced, and we 

are happy for students to mix, although once again, we still encourage no-physical contact 

between students wherever possible. These ‘special form groups’ will be organised in the 

same way as ‘sets’ to ensure progress of all students can be optimised and catch-up is as 

effective as possible. 

In terms of Years 10 and 11, we are currently extremely pleased to say that these students 

have adapted really well to working in their ‘zoned areas’ and generally seem very respectful 

of each other’s personal space. They are also in different types and sizes of groups being 

based in Option Groups as well as sets and this seems to be currently much easier to manage. 

Therefore, they will continue as they are with no further timetable changes and we will continue 

to monitor the situation, keeping you updated.  

The second change is that we have decided to make fabric face masks compulsory in indoor 

communal areas of the school for all staff and students from Monday 28th September 2020. 

This will be written into our behaviour policy and will not be optional. We will be asking all 

students to bring in a clean face mask every day for this exact use, so we would be  



 

 

 

grateful of your support with this. Further guidance on the wearing of face masks in educational 

settings and the guidance around the correct use of face masks can be found on the 

Government website at; https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-

education/face-coverings-in-education 

Please can I stress that we will only allow purpose made fabric face masks with the ear loops 

– bandanas, scarves and snoods are not allowed, and we ask that all face coverings are 

appropriate in design. If you are concerned about being able to get hold of appropriate face 

masks please contact school on the main number 01226 284606, or email admin@barnsley-

academy.org and we will do all we can to support. Currently, face masks cannot be worn in 

the classroom and must be removed at the start of the lesson. We will be showing all students 

a power point presentation in Friday’s form time (25th Sept) to guide them through the new 

rules and help them understand the expectations. (There will be a small number of students 

who are unable to wear face masks particularly for medical reasons so please ring the 

Additional Needs Centre (SEN) to discuss further if this is an issue you believe will affect your 

child). 

Finally, there is one very small change for our Year 8 students who have been given their own 

exit and entrance door starting also on Monday instead of using the Main Reception. This door 

will be the one they have been using for breaks currently and will be specific to them and is 

situated off the KS4 Yard. This arrangement will help further prevent to crossing over of 

students as they enter and exit the building. 

To end on a really positive note regarding how well our students are coping with all the 

changes - the local school bus company has commended our students as being extremely 

well-behaved and totally accepting of the new face mask/hand hygiene rules compared to 

other students at other schools and describe them as a real credit to the school. Personally, I 

would also like to further thank parents in cars who drop off/collect students for following our 

one-way system, respecting the use of the drop/off carpark, being very patient and ensuring 

the whole arrival and departure process at the start and end of the day is calm and safe for 

everyone – thank you. 

Please contact the school should you need to discuss any content of this letter in more detail 

on the main school number 01226 284606 or email admin@barnsley-academy.org and a 

member of the team will call you back and help in any way we can. 

Regards 

Mrs S Wildes 

Principal 
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