
English: 5-year Curriculum Overview 2021-22 

 
Ambition │ Determination │ Respect 

SUBJECT NAME Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Curriculum Sequencing 

Year 7 Knowledge Treasure Island  
Creative Writing  
Wolves of Willoughby Chase  

War and Conflict: Anchor text - Anne Frank  
Creative Writing  
War and Conflict Poetry 

A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream 
Creative Writing  
The Girl of Ink and Stars  

Key stage 3 is sequenced so that students get access to a wide 
breadth of texts and focus on multiple conventions and skills 
across these texts, constantly building on their knowledge and 
understanding and returning to these. 
 
Students will begin by being introduced to characterisation, 
setting, narrative voice and descriptive writing when they start 
with Treasure Island. 
  
Then students will further develop their understanding and build 
on their knowledge of characterisation, setting, narrative voice as 
they focus on a new text, Wolves of Willoughby Chase. Here they 
will also be introduced to symbolism, foreshadowing and 
narrative writing. As they progress, they start to focus on 
conventions of non-fiction forms (diary, statement, speech, 
article), perspectives and writing speeches along with further 
developing their understanding and knowledge of narrative voice 
while they focus on The Diary of a young girl, by Anne Frank.  
 
As they move onto war and conflict poetry they will build on their 
knowledge of perspectives and be introduced poetic forms and 
writing poetry. Following on from this, when they begin A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream and then The Girl of Ink and Stars 
where they will enhance their knowledge of characterisation, 
setting, narrative voice, symbolism, narrative and descriptive. In 
addition to this they will be introduced to foreshadowing and 
conventions of a Shakespearean play.  

Skills Key skills: Inference, retrieval and analysis, 
descriptive and narrative writing. 
 
Students will also develop an 
understanding of: Characterisation, 
setting, narrative voice, descriptive and 
narrative writing, foreshadowing and 
symbolism. Inference, retrieval and 
analysis.  

Key skills: Inference, retrieval and analysis, 
descriptive and narrative writing. 
 
Students will also develop an understanding 
of: Conventions of non-fiction forms, narrative 
voice, perspectives, writing speeches, poetic 
forms. Inference, retrieval and analysis. 

Key skills: Inference, retrieval and analysis, 
descriptive and narrative writing. 
 
Students will also develop an understanding of: 
Characterisation, setting, conventions of a 
Shakespearean play, dramatic devices, 
symbolism, foreshadowing, narrative and 
descriptive writing. Inference, retrieval and 
analysis. 

Year 8 Knowledge Dracula 
Creative Writing  
Richard III  

Non-fiction Social justice: Anchor text – I am 
Malala  
Creative Writing  
Dystopian Short Stories  

Poetry: Social Justice  
Creative Writing  
Pygmallion 

Students will begin their journey by being reintroduced to 
characterisation, setting, narrative voice, symbolism, descriptive 
and narrative writing when they focus on Dracula – play 
adaptation.  
 
From here they will further build on their knowledge of 
characterisation, conventions of a Shakespearean play and be 
introduced to dramatic devices as they focus on Richard III. 
Following on from this students will delve further into 
conventions of non-fiction forms (essay, autobiography, article, 
along with narrative voice, perspectives and writing from an 
autobiographical point of view as they focus on social justice 
texts, predominately I am Malala.  
 
Following on from this, students will strengthen their knowledge 
of characterisation, setting, narrative voice, symbolism and 
writing narratively as they delve into Dystopian Short Stories.  
Next, students will revisit perspectives, poetic forms and will look 
at writing poetry as they focus on Social Justice Poetry. Finally, 
students will develop and strengthen their understanding and 
knowledge of characterisation, conventions of a play and 
dramatic devices as they are introduced to Pygmallion.  

Skills Key skills: Inference, retrieval and analysis, 
descriptive and narrative writing. 
 
Students will also develop an 
understanding of: characterisation, setting, 
narrative voice, symbolism, foreshadowing, 
conventions of a Shakespearean play and 
dramatic devices.  

Key skills: Inference, retrieval and analysis, 
descriptive and narrative writing. 
 
Students will also develop an understanding 
of: Conventions of non-fiction forms, narrative 
voice, perspectives, autobiographical writing, 
setting and symbolism.  

Key skills: Inference, retrieval and analysis, 
descriptive and narrative writing. 
 
Students will also develop an understanding of: 
Perspectives, poetic forms, writing poetry, 
characterisation, conventions of a play and 
dramatic devices.  
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Year 9 Knowledge Of Mice and Men 
Non-fiction Writing  
Short Stories: Relationships and Identity 

Non-fiction Relationships and Identity: Anchor 
text – We should all be feminists 
Non-fiction Writing  
Short stories: The adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes 

Poetry: Relationships and Identity: Anchor text – 
We should all be feminists 
Non-fiction Writing  
The Crucible  

As students begin their final year at Key Stage 3, they will 
strengthen their understanding of characterisation, dramatic 
devices and speech writing as they focus on Of Mice and Men.  
 
Following on from this, students will focus in greater depth on 
characterisation, setting, symbolism, narrative voice and writing 
descriptively and narratively as they look at short stories 
surrounding the idea around of relationships and identity.  
 
Subsequently, students will enhance their knowledge of non-
fiction forms (essay, speech, article), narrative voice, 
characterisation, setting, symbolism through the texts, We 
Should All Be Feminists and The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, 
short stories. Finally, students when students move onto 
Relationships and Identity poetry and King Lear, they will solidify 
their understanding of perspectives, poetic forms, 
characterisation, dramatic devices and conventions of a 
Shakespearean play.  

Skills Key skills: Inference, retrieval and analysis, 
nonfiction writing.  
 
Students will also develop an 
understanding of: Characterisation, 
conventions of a play, dramatic devices, 
speech writing, setting, symbolism, 
narrative voice, descriptive and narrative 
writing.  
 

Key skills: Inference, retrieval and analysis, 
nonfiction writing.  
 
Students will also develop an understanding 
of: Conventions of non-fiction forms, narrative 
voice, perspectives, article writing, 
characterisation, setting, symbolism and 
narrative writing.  
 

Key skills: Inference, retrieval and analysis, 
nonfiction writing.  
 
Students will also develop an understanding of: 
Perspectives, poetic forms, poetry writing, 
characterisation, dramatic devices and 
conventions of a Shakespearean play.  
 

Year 10 
 

Knowledge Literature Paper 2 – Blood Brothers  
Language Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints 
and Perspectives 
Literature Paper 1 – A Christmas Carol  

   
Students will have a rehearsal exam for 
Language Paper 1 and in class assessments 
for other papers.  

Literature Paper 1 – A Christmas Carol 
continued  
Literature Paper 1 – Romeo and Juliet  
Language Paper 1 – Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing 
  
 Students will have a rehearsal exam for all 
papers  

Language Paper 1 continued  
Literature Paper 2 – Unseen Poetry  
Literature Paper 2 - Anthology Poetry  
  
 Students will have a rehearsal exam for all 
papers  

Year 10 is sequenced in a way that Language and Literature are 
taught side by side, as the skills learned in each are transferable 
between qualifications. 
 
The first topic covered in year 10 is Blood Brothers, which is an 
engaging introduction to KS4 Literature, using an accessible text 
to enable students to learn core skills and knowledge that will 
transfer to both other Literature texts and the Language 
qualification. Students initially learn the thought processes 
behind planning and essay writing structures, providing a solid 
foundation to build on.  
  
This then feeds into and supports skills needed for Language 
Paper 2 (inference, analysis). As students spent a large quantity 
of Year 9 both analysing nonfiction texts and writing their own 
nonfiction examples, students are building upon their prior 
knowledge.  
 
From here, students will transfer and adapt the analytical skills 
learned in the first term to the next Literature texts to be studied 
and continue to practise and develop writing in a sustained essay 
structure. 
 
They will then once again build upon their analysis and inference 
skills when studying Language Paper 1. Students will then revisit 
the writing skills from Language Paper 2, and build upon 
knowledge from Year 7 and 8, when writing a description or a 
narrative. 
 
Students will finally move from Language back to Literature, 
analysing a range of poetry (anthology and unseen) using both 
the analytical skills learned from Language Paper 1 and 2, and also 
the skill of writing in a sustained essay structure from Literature. 

Skills Retrieval: the ability to read, understand and identify key quotations or moments in a text. 
 
Inference: draw conclusions from given evidence. 
 
Analysis: analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where 
appropriate. 
 
Word Level analysis: identify the literal meaning of a word, the connotations and associations on a word / an idea or feeling that a word suggests 
to a person that is in addition to its literal meaning and examine its effect in a certain context. 
 
Comparison: compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts 
 
Evaluation: judge the quality or importance of something, specifically ideas surrounding texts. 
 
Writing (narrative and nonfiction) - Communicating clearly and effectively: select and adapt tone, style and register for different forms, purposes 
and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 
 
Technical accuracy in writing: use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation. 
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Year 11 
 

Knowledge Literature Paper 1: A Christmas Carol (4 
weeks)  
Literature Paper 2: Romeo and Juliet (4 
weeks) 
Language Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives (5 weeks) 
Literature Paper 2: Unseen Poetry (2 
weeks) 
 
Students will have a rehearsal exam for 
both Language Paper 2 and Two Literature 
Questions.  

All Wednesday double lessons – Creative 
Writing in Spring 1 (12 lessons) 
All Wednesday double lessons – Nonfiction 

Writing in Spring 2 (10 lessons) 

 
Language Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing (4 weeks)  
Literature Paper 1: Blood Brothers (3 weeks) 
Literature Paper 1: A Christmas Carol (2 weeks)  

Language Paper 1 and 2 – ‘Big questions’ recap 
– Language Analysis, Evaluation and 
Comparison (4 weeks) 
  
Students will have a rehearsal exam for both 
Language Paper 1 and the two remaining 
Literature Questions.  
  
  

All Wednesday double lessons – Nonfiction 

Writing in Summer 1 (10 lessons) 

 
Literature Recap:  
Literature Paper 2: Unseen Poetry (1 week) 
Literature Paper 2: Romeo and Juliet (2 week) 
Literature Paper 1: A Christmas Carol (1 week) 
Literature Paper 2: Blood Brothers (1 week)  
 
Language Recap:  
Language Recap (1 week – Spring Bank and 
any revision sessions)  
 
Final GCSE examinations for both Language and 
Literature will commence. 
 
 

Year 11 is sequenced in a way that Language and Literature are 
taught side by side, as the skills learned in each are transferable 
between qualifications. 
 
Students this year begun the year studying A Christmas Carol – 
the only text not studied in year 10. Students built upon core 
knowledge learned when studying other Literature texts in year 
10, as they revisited the thought processes behind planning and 
essay writing structures. 
  
Students continued to build on these thought processes as they 
moved to revisiting and building a deeper understanding of the 
texts studied in Year 10 – starting with Romeo and Juliet and 
moving through the year to Blood Brothers and unseen poetry. 
 
Students once again covered the skills on Language Paper 2, 
many of which are transferrable from the skills developed when 
analysing Literature texts. Students from here move on to 
Language Paper 1, adapting the skills they have developed to suit 
analysing nonfiction extracts rather than fiction. 
 
Both creative writing and nonfiction writing will be taught in 
double lessons, due to timings and the significance of the 
question on the overall Language grade (50% of total mark) 
ensuring students are developing this skill from January, all the 
way up until the summer exams. 
 
Before the exams, each Literature text is revisited to ensure plot, 
character and quotations are remembered, as well as the 
knowledge on how to structure an essay. 
 
Language is then recapped before the GCSE exams to ensure 
students are confident in the skills they have developed and built 
upon over the last five years. 
 
 

Skills Retrieval: the ability to read, understand and identify key quotations or moments in a text. 
 
Inference: draw conclusions from given evidence. 
 
Analysis: analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where 
appropriate. 
 
Word Level analysis: identify the literal meaning of a word, the connotations and associations on a word / an idea or feeling that a word suggests 
to a person that is in addition to its literal meaning and examine its effect in a certain context. 
 
Comparison: compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts 
 
Evaluation: judge the quality or importance of something, specifically ideas surrounding texts. 
 
Writing (narrative and nonfiction) - Communicating clearly and effectively: select and adapt tone, style and register for different forms, purposes 
and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 
 
Technical accuracy in writing: use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation. 

 


