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Year 7 Knowledge Geographical Skills: This unit focuses on 
introducing the role of a geographer in today’s 
world. The main purpose of the unit is to assess 
pupils’ geographical capabilities related to the 
expectations of an 11-year-old; to provide a 
benchmark for the rest of Year 7. Pupils will develop 
a range of geographical skills throughout the unit.  
 
Development: Pupils will extend their locational 
knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of 
the world’s countries, using atlas maps, to focus on 
development. Pupils will analyse the distribution of 
developed, developing countries and emerging 
countries. 
 
In this unit pupils are asked to examine the 
distribution of development globally. Pupils should 
consider methods of measuring and comparing 
development and explain the factors (human and 
physical) that affect the varying rates of 
development, for example looking at the impact of 
colonialism on the development of both the DRC 
and Mali.  
 

Development: Pupils will extend their locational 
knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of 
the world’s countries, using atlas maps, to focus on 
development. Pupils will analyse the distribution of 
developed, developing countries and emerging 
countries. 
 
In this unit pupils are asked to examine the 
distribution of development globally. Pupils should 
consider methods of measuring and comparing 
development and explain the factors (human and 
physical) that affect the varying rates of 
development, for example looking at the impact of 
colonialism on the development of both the DRC 
and Mali.  
 
Rivers: This unit focuses on the work of rivers, the 
effect they have on the landscape and the impact of 
rivers on the lives of people living near them. Pupils 
would be able to see the key processes acting 
within the river and the features produced by these 
processes.  
 
By the end of the unit, the pupils will have gained 
knowledge on the power by which rivers shape the 
land; how geographical processes interact to create 
distinctive physical features that change over time 
and space; and the relationship humans have with 
rivers in the context of flooding and flood 
prevention. 
 

World of Work: This unit explores economic 
activities, with a specific focus on tourism. Pupils 
will investigate examples of work in each sector of 
the economy. They will understand the different 
employment structures of countries at different 
levels of economic development and how these 
structures change overtime. The unit will also focus 
on the factors which influence the location of 
different industries. 
 
The Middle East: This unit is focused on applying 
geography learnt throughout year 7 to a specific 
area of the world. This provides students the 
opportunity to make connections about what they 
have learnt with the wider world. This helps to 
ensure context as well as providing students the 
opportunity to challenge their misconceptions and 
views about different parts of the world.  

In Year 7, Geographical Skills is taught first to 
reteach content/skills covered in KS2. Geographical 
skills are needed throughout all geography topics 
so needs to be completed first. We then introduce 
students to both sides of the discipline of 
geography through one physical and one human 
unit. Rivers is taught in Year 7 as the case study is 
based on explaining effects and responses and then 
we build on the complexity of the case study in the 
Year 8 Coasts unit. Development introduces 
concepts that are built upon in Y8 population an Y9 
life in a NEE. In their writing, students will be 
expected to describe and explain in Year 7. 
 

Skills Geographical Skills: Map work (regional/ world 
maps), OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, 
photograph interpretation, choropleth maps, GIS 
maps, sorting, explaining, decision making, thinking 
like a geographer. 
 
Development: Map work (local/ regional/ world 
maps), OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, 
photograph interpretation, numeracy skills (graph 
work, data handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, 
model interpretation, sorting, explaining, decision 
making, thinking like a geographer. 
 

Development: Map work (local/ regional/ world 
maps), OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, 
photograph interpretation, numeracy skills (graph 
work, data handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, 
model interpretation, sorting, explaining, decision 
making, thinking like a geographer. 
 
Rivers: Map work (local/ regional/ world maps), OS 
maps, relief maps, satellite maps, photograph 
interpretation, numeracy skills (graph work, data 
handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, sorting, 
explaining, decision making, thinking like a 
geographer. 

World of Work: Map work (local/ regional/ world 
maps), OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, 
photograph interpretation, numeracy skills (graph 
work, data handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, 
sorting, explaining, decision making, thinking like a 
geographer. 
 
The Middle East: Map work (local/ regional/ world 
maps), OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, 
photograph interpretation, numeracy skills (graph 
work, data handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, 
sorting, explaining, decision making, thinking like a 
geographer. 

Year 8 Knowledge Coasts: This unit further progresses pupil 
understanding of the processes of erosion, 
deposition, and transportation, building on Unit 5 
in Year 7, but now applied to a coastal context. The 
unit provides opportunities for pupils to consider 
different points of view regarding coastal 
management and to become decision makers and 
debate whether to defend areas of coastline. 

Population: In this unit pupils’ study different 
aspects of population growth, structure, density, 
and distribution – in different contexts. Pupils will 
investigate where people of the world are currently 
living and understand the difference between 
density and distribution, as well as the factors that 
contribute for the distribution. Pupils will draw 
population pyramids for countries at different 

Tectonics: Students develop their knowledge of 
tectonic events and landforms and the processes 
which create them. Students evaluate the issues 
surrounding monitoring, predicting, and preparing 
for tectonic events. Pupils gain depth of 
understanding by investigating comparisons, e.g., 
between different types and locations of volcano, 
and/or volcanoes and earthquakes. Pupils broaden 
their understanding to include human actions and 

Coasts is delivered in Y8 as the unit builds on the 
concepts and processes from the Rivers unit in Y7. 
The physical processes that are taught in the 
Tectonics unit are more challenging, so the unit is 
better placed later taught after River and Coasts. 
The Population unit builds on concepts that 
students have been introduced to in their Year 7 
Development unit considering why people may 
choose to migrate and how the population 
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Population: In this unit pupils’ study different 
aspects of population growth, structure, density, 
and distribution – in different contexts. Pupils will 
investigate where people of the world are currently 
living and understand the difference between 
density and distribution, as well as the factors that 
contribute for the distribution. Pupils will draw 
population pyramids for countries at different 
stages of development and consider the various 
issues of ageing and youthful populations. 
 

 

stages of development and consider the various 
issues of ageing and youthful populations. 
 
Tectonics: Students develop their knowledge of 
tectonic events and landforms and the processes 
which create them. Students evaluate the issues 
surrounding monitoring, predicting, and preparing 
for tectonic events. Pupils gain depth of 
understanding by investigating comparisons, e.g., 
between different types and locations of volcano, 
and/or volcanoes and earthquakes. Pupils broaden 
their understanding to include human actions and 
the continued human occupation of hazardous 
locations, human response to risk and the idea of 
preparedness for natural hazards.  

the continued human occupation of hazardous 
locations, human response to risk and the idea of 
preparedness for natural hazards.  
 
East Africa: This unit of work allows students to 
apply what they have learnt in year 8 to different 
countries within East Africa. This not only enriches 
the previous learning that students have done in 
year 8 but also links in key skills and elements from 
year 7. This ensures students build a deep 
understanding of knowledge and concepts over 
time. This unit also aids students in challenging 
their views and potential misconceptions about 
East Africa. 

structures differ in developing/newly 
emerging/developed countries. In their writing, 
students will be expected to describe, explain, and 
begin to assess in Year 8. 
 

Skills Coasts: Map work (local/ regional/ world maps), OS 
maps, relief maps, satellite maps, geological maps, 
photograph interpretation, annotated diagrams, 
numeracy skills (graph work, data handling, modes 
of central tendency), choropleth maps, GIS maps, 
model interpretation, sorting, explaining, 
evaluating, decision making, thinking like a 
geographer. 
 
Population: Map work (local/ regional/ world 
maps), OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, 
photograph interpretation, annotated diagrams, 
numeracy skills (graph work, data handling, modes 
of central tendency), choropleth maps, GIS maps, 
model interpretation, sorting, explaining, 
evaluating, decision making, thinking like a 
geographer. 
 

Population: Map work (local/ regional/ world 
maps), OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, 
photograph interpretation, numeracy skills (graph 
work, data handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, 
model interpretation, sorting, explaining, decision 
making, thinking like a geographer. 
 
Tectonics: Map work (local/ regional/ world maps), 
OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, photograph 
interpretation, numeracy skills (graph work, data 
handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, model 
interpretation, sorting, explaining, evaluating, 
decision making, thinking like a geographer. 

Tectonics: Map work (local/ regional/ world maps), 
OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, photograph 
interpretation, numeracy skills (graph work, data 
handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, model 
interpretation, sorting, explaining, evaluating, 
decision making, thinking like a geographer. 
 
East Africa: Map work (local/ regional/ world 
maps), OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, 
photograph interpretation, numeracy skills (graph 
work, data handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, 
model interpretation, sorting, explaining, 
evaluating, decision making, thinking like a 
geographer. 

Year 9 Knowledge Climate Change: In this unit pupils will investigate 
the challenge of a changing climate, it’s causes 
(both human and physical), the consequences of 
changing temperatures and what, if anything, we 
can do to prevent it. This element of the unit builds 
on their understanding of river and coastal flooding 
studied in Y7 and 8, as well as the weather and 
climate unit. Pupils will study climate change 
through a range of geographical locations and 
understand the importance of international co-
operation in achieving a positive outcome for the 
planet. 
 
Newley Emerging Economies: Pupils will extend 
their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial 
awareness of the world’s countries using atlas maps 
to focus on the location of the countries classified 
as emerging. One of the key outcomes should be 
that pupils understand the characteristics and 
features of emerging countries. 

Newley Emerging Economies: Pupils will extend 
their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial 
awareness of the world’s countries using atlas maps 
to focus on the location of the countries classified 
as emerging. One of the key outcomes should be 
that pupils understand the characteristics and 
features of emerging countries. 
 
Pupils will investigate, using a range of geographical 
data, the reasons why rural to urban migration is a 
key feature within these countries. This will lead 
pupils to consider the opportunities and challenges 
faced due to rapid urbanisation. The unit also 
provides an opportunity for pupils to evaluate the 
impacts of TNCs on the quality of life and economic 
development of a host country. 
 
Urbanisation: This unit focuses on urban areas in 
the UK. A central theme through the unit is the 
need for urban areas to become more sustainable. 

Energy: This unit concludes KS3. The unit focusses 
on the topical issue of energy, with an opportunity 
for pupils to consider how the energy mix is 
changing and how this will continue to diversify in 
the future. Pupils will investigate the factors behind 
the uneven consumption of energy worldwide and 
how this is influenced, to some extent, by a 
countries level of development. Pupil’s will link 
their learning to the ‘Climate Change’ unit, showing 
an understanding of the possible impacts, on a 
global scale, of continuing to use non-renewable 
energy sources. At the same time, they will 
appreciate that there are still limitations regarding 
renewable/ alternative energies. Pupils will 
conclude the unit by focusing on energy production 
in a country, assessing the impacts of this 
production socially, economically, and 
environmentally. 
 

Students begin year 9 by studying climate change. 
This gives students the opportunity to develop 
their critical thinking skills as well as giving them 
the space to challenge their own ideas. This unit 
will help students to develop into informed global 
citizens who are able to discuss geography beyond 
the curriculum. As students move through year 9, 
they will have further opportunities to build on 
knowledge and skills learned throughout KS3.  They 
will study Newley emerging economies, 
Urbanisation and Energy. 
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Pupils will investigate, using a range of geographical 
data, the reasons why rural to urban migration is a 
key feature within these countries. This will lead 
pupils to consider the opportunities and challenges 
faced due to rapid urbanisation. The unit also 
provides an opportunity for pupils to evaluate the 
impacts of TNCs on the quality of life and economic 
development of a host country. 
 
 

Students will develop an understanding of both the 
problems and solutions of urban living within the 
UK. Pupils will be introduced to the process of 
urbanisation and consider the consequences of this 
process in relation to land use. Pupils will 
investigate the factors which have led to urban 
decay/ decline in the UK, including 
deindustrialisation, counter-urbanisation and 
urban sprawl. Pupils will then investigate the 
impacts of this decay/ decline upon certain cities. 
 

Skills Climate Change: Map work (local/ regional/ world 
maps), OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, 
photograph interpretation, numeracy skills (graph 
work, data handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, 
model interpretation, sorting, explaining, assessing, 
evaluating, decision making, thinking like a 
geographer. 
 
Newley Emerging Economies: Map work (local/ 
regional/ world maps), OS maps, relief maps, 
satellite maps, photograph interpretation, 
numeracy skills (graph work, data handling), 
choropleth maps, GIS maps, model interpretation, 
sorting, explaining, assessing, evaluating, decision 
making, thinking like a geographer. 

Newley Emerging Economies: Map work (local/ 
regional/ world maps), OS maps, relief maps, 
satellite maps, photograph interpretation, 
numeracy skills (graph work, data handling), 
choropleth maps, GIS maps, model interpretation, 
sorting, explaining, assessing, evaluating, decision 
making, thinking like a geographer. 
 
Urbanisation: Map work (local/ regional/ world 
maps), OS maps, relief maps, satellite maps, 
photograph interpretation, numeracy skills (graph 
work, data handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, 
model interpretation, sorting, explaining, assessing, 
evaluating, decision making, thinking like a 
geographer. 

Energy: Map work (local/ regional/ world maps), OS 
maps, relief maps, satellite maps, photograph 
interpretation, numeracy skills (graph work, data 
handling), choropleth maps, GIS maps, model 
interpretation, sorting, explaining, assessing, 
evaluating, decision making, thinking like a 
geographer. 

Year 10 
 

Knowledge Hazardous Earth: This is the first topic of Paper 1 
and is a great starting point for students as they 
already have a good background knowledge of 
some of the content. Therefore, this unit builds on 
this knowledge and adds complexity so that 
students understand the inter-relationship 
between content. In this unit students will also 
apply knowledge learnt to two sets of contrasting 
case studies. One for Earthquakes where they will 
look at the causes, impacts and responses to the 
earthquake in Japan in 2011 and Haiti in 2010. Also, 
they will look at two Tropical Cyclones and the 
causes, impacts and responses to Hurricane Katrina 
and Cyclone Nargis.  
 

Development Dynamics: In this topic students will 
be able to link to their previous learning about 
development from KS3. They will also look in depth 
at an emerging country (India) to understand the 
reasons for emerging countries development and 
the impact this is having on its population and the 
environment within the country. This also gives 
students the opportunity to link their learning to a 
real-life example therefore giving them the skills 
needed to engage in geographical conversations in 
the future.  

Urbanisation: This topic will continue to extend 
students learning from KS3 adding more complex 
ideas and once again linking learning to a specific 
case study. In this unit of work students will be able 
to link their learning to Lagos a megacity in Nigeria. 
Students will explore how rapid urbanisation is 
having an impact on the city and how it is leading to 
inequalities between the population. They will also 
be able to assess and evaluate the solutions to the 
issue of rapid urbanisation. 
 
UK Physical Landscapes: Students will begin this 
topic by looking at the geology of the UK and how 
this has had a wide and varied impact on the 
landscape of the UK. They will then move onto to 
looking at the processes that form coastal 
landscapes. As they progress further through this 
unit students will also be able to understand the 
impact of erosion on coastal landscapes of the UK. 
There will also be an opportunity at this point to 
undertake a coastal fieldwork investigation.  
 

In KS4 students begin year 10 with ‘Hazardous 
Earth’ in which they build on skills learnt at KS3 
through the tectonics unit in year 8 and the climate 
change unit in year 9. Students will explore the 
relationship between physical process and impacts 
on humans and the environment. This will enable 
them to have a better understanding of the 
complex world around them. Then will then move 
on to ‘Development Dynamics’ in which students 
build on knowledge and skills learnt throughout 
KS3 in year with the development unit, year 8 and 
they population unit and year 9 with the 
urbanisation unit. They will later move on to 
‘Urbanisation’ which again builds on many key skills 
and knowledge learnt throughout their 
geographical journey. As the year comes towards a 
close year 10 will then move onto ‘UK Physical 
landscapes’ which builds on both year 7 Rivers and 
Year 8 coasts but adds complexity. Students will 
also get the opportunity to complete geographical 
fieldwork at this point which involves a trip to the 
coast. 
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Skills Map work (local/ regional/ world maps), OS maps, 
relief maps, satellite maps, photograph 
interpretation, numeracy skills (graph work, data 
handling, modes of central tendency), choropleth 
maps, GIS maps, model interpretation, sorting, 
explaining, assessing, evaluating, decision making, 
thinking like a geographer. 

Map work (local/ regional/ world maps), OS maps, 
relief maps, satellite maps, photograph 
interpretation, numeracy skills (graph work, data 
handling, modes of central tendency), choropleth 
maps, GIS maps, model interpretation, sorting, 
explaining, assessing, evaluating, decision making, 
thinking like a geographer. 

Map work (local/ regional/ world maps), OS maps, 
relief maps, satellite maps, photograph 
interpretation, geological maps, numeracy skills 
(graph work, data handling, modes of central 
tendency), choropleth maps, GIS maps, model 
interpretation, sorting, explaining, assessing, 
evaluating, decision making, thinking like a 
geographer. 

 

Year 11 
 

Knowledge UK Physical Landscapes: As students move into 
year 11, they will continue to explore the UKs 
physical landscapes where they will look at river 
landscapes. Students will study the different 
courses of rivers and the physical and human 
features that can be found in each course. Students 
will also learn about how and why rivers flood and 
the strategies that can be used to manage this. 
 
UK Human Landscapes: The next topic is about the 
UKs human landscapes. This is where students will 
look at where populations of people live and the 
reasons why this happens. They will focus on a 
specific city in the UK- London. When they have 
finished this topic, they will know about London’s 
structure, the impacts of de-industrialisation, 
gentrification, studentification and regeneration on 
the city and the inequalities between different 
areas. This topic will also involve a trip to do 
fieldwork in an urban area. 
 
 

Familiar and unfamiliar field work: This topic will 
focus on using the data collected on the student’s 
fieldwork investigations to come to conclusions 
based on hypothesis created when completing 
investigations in UK physical landscapes and UK 
human landscapes. Students will also look at 
unfamiliar fieldwork to analyse other people’s 
investigations.  
 
People and the Biosphere: In this topic students 
will learn about global biomes, the role of the 
biosphere and how humans interact with the 
biosphere. This is a shorter unit of work and 
ultimately leads to a decision-making exercise in 
which students use all the skills and knowledge they 
have learnt throughout KS4 and KS3 to make an 
informed geographical decision.  

Forests under Threat: In this topic students will 
look closer at two major forest biomes. They will 
start off learning about Tropical Rainforests and 
then move onto Taiga Forests. Throughout they will 
compare the two biomes and the threats they face 
due to human activity. This topic will also link into 
the decision-making exercise students will 
complete in paper 3. 
 
Energy: This is the final topic in year 11 and will 
focus on global energy usage. Students will also 
explore the differing types of energy and the 
impacts they have. They will then go on to look at 
population growth and how this could impact the 
demand for resources. Finally, they will explore 
Mathus and Boserups theories about resource 
supply. This topic will also link into the decision-
making exercise students will complete in paper 3. 

In year 11 students will continue to build their 
knowledge and skills. Students start this year with 
‘UK human landscapes’ in which they connect 
previous learning to understand complex ideas. 
They will then look further into fieldwork skills 
which also leads into another geographical 
fieldwork investigation which will require a trip to 
an urban area in the UK. In the later half of year 11 
students will complete topics which lead into a 
decision-making paper which requires students to 
connect all the geographical skills and information 
that they have learnt of their time as a geographer 
in school to make informed decision. This is 
something they practice through KS3 and KS4 so as 
they move onto other paths they are equipped to 
discuss and have conversations about important 
geographical issues in the future. 
 

Skills Map work (local/ regional/ world maps), OS maps, 
relief maps, satellite maps, photograph 
interpretation, geological maps, numeracy skills 
(graph work, data handling, modes of central 
tendency), choropleth maps, GIS maps, model 
interpretation, sorting, explaining, assessing, 
evaluating, decision making, thinking like a 
geographer. 

Map work (local/ regional/ world maps), OS maps, 
relief maps, satellite maps, photograph 
interpretation, numeracy skills (graph work, data 
handling, modes of central tendency), choropleth 
maps, GIS maps, model interpretation, sorting, 
explaining, assessing, evaluating, decision making, 
thinking like a geographer. 

Map work (local/ regional/ world maps), OS maps, 
relief maps, satellite maps, photograph 
interpretation, numeracy skills (graph work, data 
handling, modes of central tendency), choropleth 
maps, GIS maps, model interpretation, sorting, 
explaining, assessing, evaluating, decision making, 
thinking like a geographer. 

 


