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SUBJECT NAME Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Curriculum Sequencing 

Year 7 Knowledge The Ancient and Classical World 
This unit begins with the Roman Empire, studying the 
reasons why this was a great military empire. Students 
then compare this with Medieval Baghdad, a place of 
great knowledge and wisdom, thus drawing comparisons 
between the Eastern and Western world within similar 
time periods.  
 
The Norman Conquest 
Here we begin with life in Britain before the Norman 
conquest, identifying the key features of society and 
assessing how to what extent this was indeed the ‘Dark 
Ages’. Students study the events of the battles of 1066 
before analysing the changes that occurred in England 
following the victory of William of Normandy, including 
the establishment of the Feudal System, the Harrying of 
the North and the Domesday book. Students will assess 
to what extent life had changed by 1400 in comparison 
to life before 1066.  

Religion in the Middle Ages 
Students begin this unit with an exploration of the role of 
the Church in the lives of ordinary people in Medieval 
England. Students consider the role of monasteries and 
the influence of views about the afterlife. Students will 
then examine the events of the Crusades, considering the 
reasons for them, the main events, and the 
consequences of these wars.  
 
Gender in the 12th century 
This offers an opportunity for students to explore early 
ideas about gender in the medieval world. Students will 
look at key individuals, Matilda, Eleanor of Aquitaine, and 
William Marshall to assess how far they conformed to the 
expectations of society at that time. 

Challenges to Medieval Monarchs 
This unit considers the factors and events that influenced 
and limited the power of Medieval monarchs. Key events 
such as the Black Death and the Peasants Revolt are 
studied as well as a case study into the infamous King 
John.  
 
The Mali Empire 
This unit is a case study into the rule of Mansa Musa and 
allows comparisons to be formed between the different 
empires studied throughout KS3. Students will consider 
the reasons for the wealth of the Mali Empire and the 
legacy left by Musa, who has often been called the 
wealthiest person in History.   

The history curriculum is taught chronologically, the 
fundamental basis behind the subject.  
 
The curriculum begins in the Roman Empire to allow 
students a knowledge structure on which to place 
additional learning about other areas of the Ancient 
World such as Constantinople and the movement to the 
medieval world in Baghdad. This is an effective starting 
point as students have prior knowledge of the Roman 
Empire from KS2.  
 
The development of the Y7 curriculum through the 
Medieval world means that students build additional 
knowledge within the context of a world they already 
understand, that established by the end of the Norman 
Conquest unit at the end of Term 1. The curriculum from 
then on builds around this core knowledge to widen 
students contextual understanding. By the time students 
study the challenges to medieval monarchs they have a 
sound grasp of medieval politics, society, gender, and 
religion. The study of the Mali Empire then serves as a 
point of contrast to the Medieval England units and a 
basis upon which further studies of issues of race and 
Africa can be developed, including slavery within Y8 and 
Civil Rights within Y9. 

Skills - Chronological understanding 
- Explanation 
- Causation 
- Change and continuity 
- Judgement  
 
Assessment: 
- Y7 Baseline Assessment 
- Explain why William won at the Battle of Hastings. 

- Chronological understanding 
- Explanation 
- Source analysis 
- Inference  
- Judgement  
 
Assessment: 
- Political factors were the primary cause for the First 

Crusade, how far do you agree? 
- Eleanor of Aquitaine represents women in the 12th 

century, how far do you agree? 

- Chronological understanding 
- Explanation 
- Source analysis 
- Inference  
- Judgement  
 
Assessment: 
- The Black Death was the greatest threat to Medieval 

Monarchs. How far do you agree? 
- End of Year United Learning Assessment 

Year 8 Knowledge The Reformation 
This unit examines the reason for and impact of the break 
with Rome in 1534. Students will identify the difference 
between Catholicism and Protestantism, explaining the 
reasons for the discontent with Catholicism and the 
growth of the Protestant church under Luther. The 
reasons for Henry’s break with Rome will be analysed, 
including his desire for a male heir, economic issues, and 
the wish for power.  
 
The Tudors 
This unit builds upon the reformation by examining the 
other Tudor Monarchs and the key events of their reigns. 
The unit begins with the religious rollercoaster from 
Henry VIII to Elizabeth I, examining to what extent 
religion changed under each monarch and finally how far 
Elizabeth appeased both Catholics and Protestants. 
Students will then study significant events of this period 
including the Spanish Armada before completing this unit 
with a study of society during this period, considering the 
lives of women as an area of focus.  

The English Civil War 
Students begin this unit with a comparison of James I to 
the Tudor Monarchs who came before him. The reasons 
for, events of and consequences of the English Civil War 
are then studied. Students consider the difference 
between short and long term causes as well as key 
categories of causation including political, economic, and 
religious. Students will examine the role played by 
Pontefract Castle in the Civil War, continuing their 
examination of this local site from Y7.  
 
This unit then concludes with an assessment of how far 
England changed during this period, continuing the 
thread of change throughout the chronological 
curriculum. This time students zoom in on the experience 
of Jews in Cromwell’s England, beginning to build the 
scheme to be developed in the Y9 Holocaust unit looking 
at historical anti-Semitism.  
 
The Transatlantic Slave Trade 
This unit begins with an analysis of Africa before 
European colonisation, forming links back to Mansa 
Musa studied in Y8. Students then explore the creation 
of the Triangular trade, examining key issues such as 
slave ships, plantation life and slave rebellions. Students 
then analyse the reasons for the abolition of slavery and 
consider the legacy that this left behind, setting the basis 
for Y9 Civil Rights.  

The British Empire 
This unit considers the reasons for the growth of the 
British Empire and then explores the experience of key 
countries within the Empire, including America, India, 
and Africa. Students will explore the reasons for the 
decline of the empire and the legacy left behind, 
considering the extent to which this was a positive one. 
 
The Industrial Revolution 
Here students will develop their understanding of social 
history, exploring the Industrialisation of Britain during 
the 18th and 19th centuries. Students will explore 
improvements in in technology leading to mechanisation 
and consider the impact of this on migration to towns 
and cities Students will complete a case study examining 
the impact of the industrial revolution in Barnsley- a key 
area for coal mining.  

Y8 is a key point in the 5-year curriculum in terms of both 
linking to prior learning and building blocks for future 
content and knowledge.  
 
Students continue to access learning chronologically; 
however, this unit is broader than the Y7 curriculum in 
terms of reaching further beyond one period.  
Students begin with the reformation and the Tudors as 
they have a strong basis of knowledge about medieval 
religion, thus allowing them to identify the issues with 
the Catholic Church at that time. This knowledge will 
feed forward into the Y10 curriculum with the study of 
early Elizabethan England.  
 
The Transatlantic Slave trade is an example of a unit will 
then feed forward into the Y9 curriculum through the 
later study of Civil Rights. This unit allows students to 
develop their understanding of the historical issues 
surrounding race relations and the long and challenging 
history faced by individuals.  
 
Local history within this unit offers a key opportunity for 
a community based around the mining during the 20th 
century. This allows links to be formed within the Y9 
curriculum where students study the closure of the 
mines. Thus, allowing them to see the foundations that 
were shaken by later change. 
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Skills - Chronological understanding 

- Change and continuity 
- Causation 
- Explanation 
- Judgement  
 
Assessment: 
- “Henry VIII’s desire for a male heir was the main 

reason for the break with Rome” How far do you 
agree? 

- “Religion in England changed the most during the 
reign of Mary I” How far do you agree? 

- Chronological understanding 
- Explanation 
- Causation 
- Judgement 
 
Assessment: 
- “Religion was the most significant cause of the 

English Civil War” How far do you agree? 16 marks 
- “The actions of William Wilberforce were the main 

reason why Slavery was abolished across the British 
Empire in 1833” How far do you agree? 

- Chronological understanding 
- Source analysis 
- Interpretations and legacies 
- Explanation 
- Judgement  
- Local history 
 
Assessment:  
- “The actions of William Wilberforce were the main 

reason why Slavery was abolished across the British 
Empire in 1833 

- ‘The legacy of the British Empire was a positive one’. 
How far do you agree? 

- End of Year United Learning Assessment 

Year 9 Knowledge The development of democracy 
This unit explores the political basis for 20th century 
Britain. Students will also begin this unit with an 
overview of the UK political system, explaining key terms 
such as elections, voting, and MP’s. Students will explain 
the reasons for the demand for the vote from working 
class men and women during the late 19th and early 20th 
century and assess the main reason why these groups 
were finally enfranchised. Students will consider the role 
of individuals such as Emmeline Pankhurst alongside 
groups such as the Suffragists and the Chartists to assess 
the most significant influence on change.  
 
World War One 
Here students will study the causes, events, and 
consequences of World War One. Students will consider 
the extent to which the long-term causes of WW1- 
militarism, alliances, imperialism, nationalism- were 
more or less important than the spark of the 
assassination of Franz Ferdinand. Students will then 
study the events of the war, looking at key areas such as 
recruitment and battles such as the Somme.  

World War Two 
Within this unit students consider the causes, events, 
and consequences of the Second World War, drawing 
comparisons to the first World War they have just 
studied. Students will look in depth at the key battles and 
turning points of the war, including Dunkirk, the Battle of 
Britain and the Blitz.  
 
The Holocaust 
Students began the WW2 unit with a study of how Hitler 
became leader of Germany, here students then examine 
his racial policies in detail. Students examine the bigger 
picture of anti-Semitism before zooming in on the events 
of the Holocaust. Students will consider the escalation in 
Nazi policies from legal discrimination through the 
Nuremburg laws, through to segregation in the ghettos 
to the final solution. Students complete this unit with a 
reflective question about the legacy of the Holocaust and 
the lessons that can be learned.  

Civil Rights 
This unit moves away from the UK to the USA, exploring 
the development of civil rights from the 1920s onwards. 
Students will examine the historical basis of the civil 
rights movement, making links back to the legacy of 
slavery and migration in the 20th century. Students will 
study the key developments such as the KKK and the Jim 
Crow Laws moving to the growth of civil rights through 
individuals such as Martin Luther King and areas such as 
popular protest and music.  
 
Post War Britain 
This unit considers the development of Britain after 
WW2. Students will study the changes that occurred 
immediately after the end of the war with the creation of 
the welfare state and the use of migration to fill labour 
gaps. Students will then examine how this developed 
through the later 20th century, examining issues such as 
the economic issues of the 1970s with the three-day 
working week and the actions of Thatcher with regard to 
industrial relations. Students will conclude this unit with 
an assessment of how far current Britain differs from the 
Britain of 1945.  

The Year 9 curriculum zooms in on the 20th century in 
history, considering how far the world was shaped by 
two World Wars and a significant shift in the 
demographic makeup of countries. Students deepen 
their understanding of causation, building upon the skills 
from Y7 Hastings and Y8 Civil War to explain the causes 
of the wars. They embed their ability to form 
substantiated judgement through using evidence to 
support judgement. 
 
Students also explore the experiences of key groups such 
as Jews and Black Americans, encouraging them to look 
out of the window to the experiences of those around 
them. Through ending the year with modern Britain this 
brings them back to the community around them, 
encouraging them to reflect on the experiences of their 
local area during this period and form comparisons 
between experiences.  
 
Studies of World War One and World War Two provide 
contextual knowledge from which GCSE units of 
Medicine and Germany will build, however these topics 
will be explored in further depth within year 10 and 11.  

Skills - Chronological understanding 
- Causation 
- Explanation 
- Judgement 
 
Assessment: 
- “Emily Davison was the main reason why women 

were given the right to vote in 1918” How far do you 
agree? 

- ‘The Alliance System was the main cause of the First 
World War’ How far do you agree? 

- Chronological understanding 
- Explanation 
- Causation 
- Interpretations 
 
Assessment: 
- Write a narrative account of the road to WW2.  
- “The creation of the Nuremburg Laws was the most 

significant event in the rise of antisemitism and the 
Holocaust” How far do you agree? 

 

- Chronological understanding 
- Explanation 
- Causation 
- Change and continuity 
- Source analysis 
- Local history 
 
Assessment: 
- Education was the most effective element of the Civil 

Rights movement. How far do you agree? 16 marks. 
- End of Year United Learning Assessment.  

Year 10 
 

Knowledge Early Elizabethan England 
This unit explores the key political, religious, and social 
changes that occurred in Elizabethan England. Students 
will explore the issues between Catholic’s and 
Protestants throughout this period, considering how 
closely these were linked to Elizabethan foreign policy. 
Students will examine the challenges to Elizabeths reign 
from Mary Queen of Scots and the Spanish armada, 
assessing how far each was a threat to her. Students 
complete this unit with an assessment how if how the 

The Cold War 
This unit examines the relationship between the USA and 
the USSR after the Second World War, looking at the 
reasons for changes in tension during this period. 
Students will study key flash points such as the building 
of the Berlin Wall, the Cuban missile crisis, and the soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan to assess the extent to which the 
relationship between the USA and Ussr improved or 
deteriorated at this time. Students will consider the role 

Weimar Germany 
This unit studies the creation and development Weimar 
Germany after WW1. Students examine the key features 
of the Weimar constitution, identifying strengths and 
weaknesses of this state from its formation. The course 
then examines the challenges presented to the Weimar 
government through events such as the Spartacus revolt 
and hyperinflation, before looking at the period of 
recovery under Stresemann in the 1920s.  

Students begin with Elizabethan England as it builds on a 
significant area of prior learning, the Y8 curriculum 
based around the reformation and the Tudor’s. This 
exam paper also includes three style of Exam questions 
included within two others, allowing students to become 
experts in these skills. 
 
Students then study the Cold War unit as it reviews 
political knowledge from the Y9 curriculum, meaning 
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lives or ordinary people changed in Elizabethan England, 
looking at the development of education, leisure time 
and exploration.  

of key individuals such as Eisenhower, Kennedy, and 
Stalin. 

students have a solid basis of content from which add 
difficult concepts such as capitalism and communism. 
Students complete the year with a study of Weimar 
Germany to continue the political theme throughout 
their learning and meaning that they can grasp concepts 
such as treaties and agreements from their studies in the 
cold war unit, Skills - Chronological understanding  

- Description of key features 
- Explanation  
- Judgement  

- Chronological understanding 
- Narrative 
- Cause and consequence  
- Explanation  

- Chronological understanding  
- Explanation  
- Inference  
- Source analysis  
- Interpretations 

Year 11 
 

Knowledge Nazi Germany 
Students continue their study of Germany through 
analysing the reasons for the Nazis rise to power, 
considering the extent to which this was due to the 
appeal of Hitler and the party or the weaknesses the 
Weimar government. Students will then examine Hitler’s 
consolidation of power and the use of terror and 
propaganda. Finally, students will study the changes to 
the lives o ordinary people under Nazi rules considering 
the experience if workers, women, and minority groups,  

Medicine in Britain and the Western Front 
This course examines the changes about the main ideas 
about the cause, treatment, prevention, and care of 
disease over time. Students will look at the movement 
from supernatural ideas of God causing illness to 
scientific ideas such as the germ theory. Students will 
examine the role of key factors in change or continuity, 
including the role of the government and individuals such 
as Pasteur and Nightingale. 
 
Students will then examine the application of these 
medical ideas on the western front in World War One, 
looking at how far disease and injuries could be 
effectively treated.  

Revision Students begin the year with the second half of the 
Germany course, making links back to the Y10 content to 
assess how Hitler became leader of Germany. Students 
will also utilise their knowledge from the Y9 World War 
Two and Holocaust units at this point. 
 
Medicine in Britain is the final unit to be studied as it is 
the breadth unit studying change over a significant 
period of time. This is the final unit as students 
chronological understanding is fully embedded by this 
point and students are able to make links and 
comparisons back through periods effectively,  

Skills - Chronological understanding  
- Explanation  
- Inference  
- Source analysis  
- Interpretations 

- Chronological understanding  
- Explanation  
- Judgement  
- Description of key features  
- Source analysis  

-  

 


