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HISTORY CURRICULUM INTENT 

At Barnsley Academy we aim to provide high quality History education that allows students to make sense of 

the world. We explore a range of periods, places, and people from the past and encourage our students to 

reflect upon the contributions of each of these to the modern world. We understand that students may find it 

challenging to look beyond their own experiences, and thus our intention is to ensure they have the skills and 

knowledge to understand the experiences of others and the events that influenced their lives to draw parallels, 

comparisons and make informed decisions.  

We encourage our students to be engaged citizens, asking questions about politics, religion, and society. We 

aim to equip them with the skills to justify their views, select precise and relevant evidence and identify 

weaknesses within arguments. We encourage them to think like an historian, speak like an historian, write like 

an historian, and read like an historian. We always ask why.  

All Barnsley Academy schemes of work have been developed to build on knowledge chronologically. Students 

must understand history as a series of interlinked, connecting events, one after the other, and thus chronology 

is the key anchor to this. Lessons are explicitly grounded within chronology with timelines used to identify 

where within history lessons and events stand and we expect our students to name key historical periods such 

as the Medieval period and Renaissance with confidence, speaking like an historian. History is based around 

ten core substantive knowledge areas; these are overarching themes that unify our learning and ensure that 

content and knowledge is not just seen in isolation.  

These concepts aim to develop students’ schema, 

to draw parallels across units and topics and to 

demonstrate how inter-connected the world is. 

Students should be familiar with all these terms 

and able to define them within the context of 

their own learning. Our intention is that the 

definitions and the surrounding knowledge 

becomes more complex as students move 

through the curriculum and their knowledge 

deepens. The use of historical terminology is an 

expectation at Barnsley Academy and all students 

should be aware of this, using these terms in both their written work and their spoken answers.  

History at Barnsley Academy also aims to develop student’s knowledge of their local history. This begins in Y7 

through the study of castles where we study the development of Pontefract Castle throughout the Medieval 

period and into the English Civil War in Year 8. We then aim to engage students’ own family experiences 

through deepening their knowledge of mining during the Industrial Revolution, as Barnsley was a key area for 

this within the North of England. This is finally developed through the analysis of the closure of the mines in 

the final Year 9 unit, where students examine the actions of Margaret Thatcher. Here we aim to challenge 

students’ perceived ideas about historical events and encourage them to think critically.  

Explicit reference is given to British values throughout the curriculum, for example the rule of law when 

studying the Magna Carta in Year 7, the influence of the Church in the Tudor period and the expansion of the 

vote in the early 20th century as part of the Year 9 curriculum.  

 Substantive Knowledge  

 1. Empire and conquest  

2. Civilisation  

3. Monarchy and Parliament  

4. Democracy and dictatorship  

5. Privilege  

6. Hierarchy and equality   

7. Militarism and genocide  

8. Slavery  

9. Religion and reformation  

10.  Nationalism and identity  
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Alongside developing their knowledge of key content, we aim to develop student’s disciplinary skills, with this 

clearly identified within our schemes of learning. Through intensifying ten areas of disciplinary knowledge, we 

aim to equip students with the necessary skills to be effective historians.  

We aim to create well rounded historians, aware 

of whether they are studying change and 

continuity or causation and able to use the 

appropriate terminology alongside this. We aim 

to challenge our students further as the 

curriculum progresses, for example moving from 

identification of causes, to explanation, to 

assessing long and short term or categorising the 

reasons for events such as the outbreak of World 

War One. We expect students to apply the 

correct terminology to the disciplinary concepts 

in much the same way as the content, explicitly stating provenance or inference when analysis sources.  

Students will have the opportunity to explore historical concepts beyond the classroom through events around 

the school. Within form time we encourage students to engage with issues such as Black History Month and 

remembrance. We also encourage students to read like an historian through working alongside the school 

library to allow our curriculum to come to life within literature.  

We aim to open students’ eyes to the experience of a diverse group of people, considering the experiences of 

women, religious minorities, and ethnic minorities within units. We encourage students to ask questions about 

reinforced expectations, such as through a study of 12th century gender which examines traditional 

expectations of feminism and masculinity through the experience of key 12th century rulers. Through the study 

of slavery and civil rights we aim to demonstrate that experiences develop over time and reinforce the 

importance of this to our students. History is not singular events; it develops, adapts, and changes with each 

new event or individual to create a web of experience and, for our students, a web of knowledge.  

The curriculum has been planned for all students, including those with SEND. Modelling is used extensively to 

ensure that all students achieve their full potential. Every student is given the tools to think, speak, write, and 

read like an historian and our expectations for this do not change. Every student will use terms such as 

transubstantiation and purgatory to explain the key Catholic beliefs during the religious rollercoaster, the 

method of delivery and level of support available to allow this may adjust, but the expectation remains the 

same.  Ensuring all lessons are clearly scripted, concise, and consistent allows SEND students to use and apply 

their historical skills. The history curriculum will allow students to understand the methods of historical 

enquiry, including how evidence is used to make historical claims and discern how and why contrasting 

arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

The History curriculum at Barnsley Academy intends to create informed, open minded individuals who ask 

questions, seek evidence, and support their views. Everything we do aims to support this as best as possible 

so that when students leave our care, they can understand the world and how it came to be, making their own 

decisions as informed as possible. We always ask why so that they understand why.  

 

 Disciplinary Knowledge  

1. Causation  

2. Consequence  

3. Change and Continuity  

4. Similarity and Difference  

5. Chronological understanding  

6. Historian’s Interpretations  

7. Sustained Judgement  

8. Provenance of sources  

9. Extraction of information from sources 

10. Inference   


