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Dear Parent / Carer 

Firstly, and most importantly, I hope that you and your family are well. 

Secondly, I would like to thank you all for the support you have offered the academy throughout these testing times. The 

quantity and the quality of work completed at home has been staggering and we applaud your endeavours to support your 

children by providing a positive home learning experience. Over the weeks, as we have dealt with accessibility issues, and with 

the support of a dedicated staff, we have seen engagement levels increase and we are now seeing high quality work submitted 

by the majority of students. It is essential that we maintain this level of effort to ensure that our students are in a strong position 

to maintain the exceptional progress they were making before the lockdown.   

Last weekend I am sure that you, like me and millions around the country, watched the Prime Minister announce the ‘road map’ 

to easing lockdown. The government believes that it may be in a position to implement a phased approach to reopening schools 

from 1st June 2020 starting with children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 and then progressing to students in Year 10 so that they 

[Year 10] may experience some ‘face to face’ contact before the end of the academic year – what this means exactly has still not 

been made clear by the Government but it is part of their conditional plan which will remain under regular review. We will 

inform you of any developments in the coming weeks as quickly as we can. 

Whilst we await further detailed guidance on how we should operate once open again, you should rest assured that we will 

continue to have the highest regard for your child’s health and safety. I want to assure you that when students do return, they 

will come back to a school that is fully prepared and meets the hygiene and social distancing requirement that the government’s 

scientists will advise is necessary. The team here at Barnsley Academy, supported by United Learning, the largest educational 

trust in the country, are formulating clear plans for both re-opening when it occurs and to further develop ‘home learning’ 

should students not return for a while.  

I know that the current Year 11 students will be particularly anxious about the future and we will be making additional resources 

and support available over the final half term of the year to make sure that their progression into VI Form, Further and Higher 

Education is supported. If you have any pressing concerns or need specific advice and support, please don’t hesitate to contact 

us.  

For the time being, therefore, the school remains closed for all students other than those who are already aware that they are 

able to attend. 

We will, of course, be continuing to operate our learning from home programme until students return to school. I know how 

hard you are working with your children to assist in their learning. It isn’t easy and, as a school, we will continue to do everything 

we can to make it as straightforward as possible for you. 

All of us look forward to welcoming students back to school as soon as is safely possible. In the meantime, please keep safe and 

well and encourage your children to continue to participate in their online learning. 

Yours sincerely 

Steve Dixon 

Principal 


