
 

 

 

6th January 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

On the 4th January, the Government announced that England would be going into lockdown 

and schools closing until after February half term. This is obviously a new and very rapid 

decision, which is a change of plans from the original staggered re-opening we were 

expecting. Schools are now only open to vulnerable children and the children of critical 

workers until February half term. Please click on this link to read the full, official definition of 

critical worker children and vulnerable children.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-

provision ).  

Please can I ask you to note the extra category under vulnerable children, which includes, 

• those who may have difficulty engaging with remote education at home (for example due 
to a lack of devices or quiet space to study). 

 

(If you believe your child falls under any of the listed categories and you would like to arrange 

a place for them in school please email admin@barnsley-academy.org and a member of the 

team will call you back to sort their place). 

This sudden second closure of schools is very disappointing for us as a school and I know will 

be extremely disappointing for our students who have missed so much face-to-face teaching 

already. However, I know we all appreciate the fact that these measures have been imposed 

to keep everyone safe and to try to prevent the rapid spreading of the new variant of Covid-

19, therefore, we are all committed to working in the best alternative way possible to ensure 

children have the continuity of learning they are entitled to and are kept safe and healthy. 

For this reason, we have moved very quickly to our Remote Learning Programme. 

We have worked very hard to put an effective Remote Learning Programme in place especially 

for times like this, and we are very confident we are able to deliver a very good curriculum 

offer and continuity of learning starting immediately. This week, most of their learning will be 

via Show My Homework, Seneca and the United Learning lessons, apart from Maths, Science 

and English staff who will be providing some live lessons with our priority being Year 11. This 

will give us a little time to switch over all our systems and get organised for a full timetable 

of live lessons for all year groups starting Monday 11th January at 8.20am.  

For your part, we ask you to ensure your child has somewhere quiet to sit and work to be 

able to log onto their electronic device from 8.20am when registration will take place with 

their Form Tutor. They will also need their school stationery plus a writing book or some 
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paper. During registration, registers will be taken, and Form Tutors will do all they can to sort 

and problems or issues any students may have. This half hour slot is key for our Pastoral 

Team to also check student well-being and support mental health so please ensure your 

child attends. Four, 45-minute live lessons will follow using the set timings below:  

           
 Remote Learning Timetable 
 

Timings  
 

8:20    – 8:50  Form Time/attendance and well-being checks 

9:00      -9:45  Lesson 1  

10:00 – 10:45  Lesson 2  

11:00 – 12:00  Lunch Break 

12:00 – 12:45  Lesson 3  

13:00 – 13:45  Lesson 4  

 

 

Your child will need to log onto their Office 365 email account and go to their calendar to 

see which lessons they have scheduled for the day. By clicking on the calendar invite, they 

will automatically be taken to the live lesson. A series of explanatory videos will be available 

on our website, under the Remote Learning tab which will help students to log on and access 

their learning. 

The expectation is that your child attends all live lessons and a register will be taken at the 

start of each session to monitor attendance. Attendance concerns will be followed up by our 

attendance team in the usual way. 

Alongside the live teaching, extra work will be set on Seneca, the United Learning Curriculum 

Website, Sparx and Hegarty Maths, plus Lexia and Bedrock. We are able to monitor the 

access and completion rates of all work on these programmes using ‘analytics’ and this will 

also help us to monitor your child’s progress in all subject areas. 

We feel that ensuring this daily structure and routine is more important than ever, as it not only 

supports their progress but also their mental health and well-being, which we recognise as 

being equally as important. Should you need further support or help with Remote Learning, 

the link to our guidance can be found here: 

 

https://www.barnsley-academy.org/ 

 

Our Technology Team are working every day to help and support your child with any IT issues. 

We stress that a mobile phone is not appropriate for students to use to access their daily 

lessons and work; they need to use a Chromebook, laptop or computer. If this is a problem for 

your child, please contact the school by emailing admin@barnsley-academy.org and request 

support, and one of our team will call you and help you to solve the problem.  

Our team of staff are all here to help and support with the continuity of your child’s learning. 

They will be ringing you and emailing your child on a regular basis to encourage full 

participation. We will be regularly updating information on our website and sending you text 

messages to inform you of any changes so you can stay fully informed. We will also use our 
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Facebook page to log updates and share key information – so we encourage you to engage 

with this. 

Finally, thank you again for your ongoing support. I will contact all parents and carers again 

with any updates in a few weeks’ time, and I will be in touch with parents of Year 11 students 

over the next few days (once we have further clarity regarding exam assessment and exam 

grades). Please contact the school using the main email address should you have any further 

questions or concerns. 

Wishing you all a safe half term. 

Regards 

 

Mrs S. Wildes 

Principal 

 

  
 


