
 
 

 

 

Ambition │ Determination │ Respect 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL) CURRICULUM INTENT 

“Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other 

cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their 

understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and 

thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech 

and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical 

purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original language. 

Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping 

pupils to study and work in other countries.” (DfE, MFL, September 2013). 

In the MFL department we are determined to bring a joy to language learning by providing excellent teaching 

and learning to ensure all learners achieve their full potential.  The curriculum is designed to not only boost 

confidence in language learning and linguistic ability across a range of skills (reading, listening, speaking, 

translating and writing), but to teach pupils to be resilient and ambitious in their efforts.  Our curriculum will 

build up skills that pupils will be able to take and develop for lifelong learning and equip them with the tools 

they need to become an ambitious and determined global citizen.  

Effective teaching in MFL is conducted mainly in carefully planned target language (tailored to pupils’ language 

ability level and building systematically on prior knowledge) under the framework provided by the Rosenshine 

Principles. Lessons begin with a short Do Now activity and the modelling is kept short and is memorable. New 

language is introduced in small steps, followed by sufficient guided practice. Teachers check for understanding 

and employ various questioning techniques, ensuring all pupils are engaged and only moving on to 

independent practice when appropriate. To ensure a high success rate in independent practice, teachers 

ensure the language required, both vocabulary and grammar, has been practised sufficiently and provide the 

necessary scaffolds. MFL lessons have a clear I-we-you structure that is not rigid, as there might be various 

modelling stages (I) within one lesson. A balance of skills (reading, listening, writing, speaking, translating) is 

desirable in most lessons, although occasionally one or two of the skills might be prioritised. 

From the beginning of our pupil’s language learning journey, we want to inspire pupils with a sense of 

enjoyment and embed a secure foundation in the language they are taking. Our curriculum is designed so that 

by Year 9, pupils in the Academy are operating as learners with some degree of independence and have 

acquired an excellent foundation in the Spanish or French language. We want to inspire pupils and cover 

aspects of culture and traditions to highlight differences and similarities around the world.  Languages are not 

just about learning the words of a language, but understanding the traditions, landscape, music, literature and 

art.  These are all themes that we look at in MFL lessons alongside learning how to manipulate the language.     


