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Dear Parents & Carers 
  
I am writing to thank you for your support throughout this very challenging time. I also want to 
acknowledge and celebrate the amazing young people that we have the pleasure of working with 
every day. I have never seen such kind, compassionate and mature behaviour in a career of over 
twenty years; our students are an absolute credit to you and to this community.  
 
Advice regarding coronavirus changes daily and we are ensuring the school keeps fully up to 
date with all the latest developments issued by Public Health England, The Department for 
Education and government officials. Some of the latest advice can be accessed here:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response  
 
It is not clear how long schools will be closed for, and we acknowledge that this presents some 
real challenges for families. However, the closure also presents some real opportunities to build 
independence, confidence and resilience. The need to engage fully with on-line learning 
represents a step towards many future working patterns and practices. Working remotely, with 
the full support of Barnsley Academy staff, will allow students to sharpen skills and act on 
feedback in a way that will be beneficial for any future assessment or examination. Teachers will 
be marking work regularly and feeding back to students via ‘Show my Homework’ or via email. It 
is expected that students will respond to feedback in the same way they would in school. Please 
feel free to support your child in their work, it’s good stuff and you might just learn a thing or two! 
 
All students have been given clear instructions including an assembly led by Mrs Wildes and Mr 
Aveyard, regarding ‘learning from home’ and it is very much our expectation that students will 
fully engage with the work set for them. We will be communicating the work to be undertaken in 
two main ways; firstly, through ‘Show my Homework’ an app that all students are familiar with, 
and secondly, through direct email from teachers. Again, all students are familiar with this and 
have been provided with a Barnsley Academy address (not personal email). Further details about 
the work students are expected to complete from home can be found on the school website 
https://www.barnsley-academy.org/ which has a link entitled “Learning from Home.” This link 
details work for each year group for the core subjects and some useful links to other websites 
that students may need to use. If there are any temporary problems with Office 365 and/or ‘Show 
my Homework’ due to massively increased demand on an international scale, then the website 
‘Learning from Home’ page has more than enough to keep everyone busy.  
 
When we re-open, we fully intend to say an official good-bye to Year 11 and to celebrate the 
achievements of every year group. Our usual awards e.g. 100% attendance bike and Kindle etc 
will still be won and nobody will be disadvantaged through self-isolation. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Barnsley Academy and please do keep in touch if you 
have any issues, questions or concerns. We will stay in regular communication with you and inform 
you of any key developments, locally or nationally. Please look after yourselves and your families 
and stay healthy. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Steve Dixon 
Principal  
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