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First of all, can I take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to Barnsley Academy. You join our school 
community at a time of unprecedented change and improvement. In the last academic year, we have enhanced every 
facet of our provision and greatly improved academic outcomes for all students. We are working harder than ever before 
to meet the needs of our students and really challenge them to have the highest standards and aspirations. 

There are so many positives to celebrate this year including being the most improved school in Barnsley (using the 
Government’s Progress 8 measure), significantly improving all attainment grades within all year groups, and across all 
subjects, and of equal importance, improving all of our extra-curricular provision and developing our own Student 
Charter. We take nothing for granted here, so great improvements this year will be built up next year and we all look 
forward to working with you on achieving great things with our students. 

I will be visiting your school to introduce myself and to talk to you and your child about Barnsley Academy. The aim of 
the visit is to set aside any worries your child (and/or you) may have by talking about what happens here, and what 
fantastic opportunities are available to all students. There will be opportunities to ask questions or to arrange a more in-
depth conversation at the Academy should you require one.  

All children will also be given the chance to visit during the summer term, and all students will attend our highly successful 
two-week transition, with Graduation to mark the end of the primary phase. Our transition process, and Transition Team, 
have been highly praised by our parents and in the previous two Ofsted inspections, so we know that you will be well 
supported.  

Our aspirations for students will be realised through high expectations, both in and out of the classroom. These are 
fuelled by our passion and determination that all students should succeed. All staff at the Academy share these high 
expectations and, therefore, students are also expected to show dedication and commitment across all their subject 
areas. This includes attending school punctually every day and showing respect to staff and students alike. In return, 
Barnsley Academy will provide a wealth of academic, creative, sporting and personal experiences that will inevitably 
lead future success. 

Starting at Barnsley Academy may seem like a daunting and overwhelming experience, but with the confidence that will 
be gained from our very successful transition weeks, I am certain that all students will settle with ease.  

Mrs Taylor-Clarke, our Assistant Vice-Principal who leads on KS3 and SEND, will accompany me on visits. Mrs Taylor-
Clarke will be on hand to answer any questions you may have relating to your child’s learning or specific needs here at 
the Academy. 

Finally, we believe that the key to a successful year is open communication between staff, students and parents/carers. 
Therefore, please don’t hesitate to contact us at admin@barnsley-academy.org should you have any questions about 
any part of your child’s transition.  I look forward to meeting you and your child in the coming weeks. 

I will be visiting your child’s school on Monday 16th April at 2.30pm 

Kindest Regards 

 

Mr. Steve Dixon 
Principal 

 


