
 

24th April 2020 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for choosing Barnsley Academy to educate your child. 

We are delighted to welcome you all into our school community.  

Unfortunately, our normal two-week transition visit has had to be cancelled this year due to the school 

closures. We realise this will be very disappointing for your children as transferring from primary school 

to a secondary school is a huge event in their life, one which can be both exciting and daunting in equal 

measure, and we know the transition two weeks often really helps to ease any worries or concerns and 

gives a great introduction to secondary school life. However, because of the school closures we have 

been thinking very carefully about how best we can support your child over the  coming weeks and 

months so that we can make sure that they are as well prepared and comfortable as possible in their 

new surroundings when we finally return to school. 

One of the ways we would like to keep in touch with your child and provide them with important 

information about their new school is via online resources and video links. These video links would 

provide your child with video tours around the Academy, introduce them to key staff, deliver taster 

lessons, provide links with current students, and hopefully give them a good overall virtual introduction 

to the school. We will share resources and work packs and have quizzes along with other exciting 

activities for your child to take part in prior to starting with us in September. In order to do this, we will 

need the enclosed data form to be completed and returned to the school in the pre-paid envelope 

as soon as possible so we have the relevant contact information which we can then use to provide 

your child with this online experience. 

We will also use these contact details to email or text you other important information such as how to 

purchase new uniform when our suppliers re-open, links to important school policies, and to send you 

other relevant permission forms and information. 

We will use your contact information to provide your child with email links for their new form tutors and 

some of their new teachers so they can ask any questions they may have prior to starting at the school. 

We will also schedule a phone call for you and your child to speak directly to form tutors and in some 

cases with Heads of Year or the Senior Leadership Team to give you the opportunity to ask whatever 

you need to and also to start building relationships with key staff.  

Of course, if you receive any additional support in primary school, we will already be in close contact 

with your class teacher and SENCO to ensure you continue to receive the relevant support once you 

join us. 

We look forward to receiving your child’s data form by return post and starting communication with you 

and your child within the next few weeks.  

If you have any further questions, please contact the school on 01226 284606 or email us at 

admin@barnsley-academy.org  

Kind Regards 

 

Mrs S. Wildes 
Vice Principal  
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